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Abstract. The 2001 terrorist attacks, Hurricane Katrina, and concerns about an influenza ("flu”) pandemic 
have sharpened congressional interest in the nation’s systems to track and respond to public health threats. 
The 109tli Congress reauthorized or established relevant programs in the Departments of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) and Homeland Security (DHS). In its second session, the 110th Congress has focused its 
oversight of these programs on (1) the fitness of HHS and DHS - in terms of authority, funding, policies, 
and workforce - to respond to complex health emergencies; (2) how well they and other federal agencies 
coordinate their efforts; (3) the status of major federal initiatives, such as pandemic flu preparedness and 
disaster planning for at-risk populations; and (4) the effect of the upcoming presidential transition on au- 
thorities and programs that were established during the current administration. This report discusses key 
issues in public health and medical preparedness and response, citing additional CRS reports and other resources. 
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Summary 



The 2001 terrorist attacks, Hurricane Katrina, and concerns about an influenza 
(“flu”) pandemic have sharpened congressional interest in the nation’s systems to track 
and respond to public health threats. The 109 th Congress reauthorized or established 
relevant programs in the Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and 
Homeland Security (DHS). In its second session, the 110 th Congress has focused its 
oversight of these programs on (1) the fitness of HHS and DHS — in terms of authority, 
funding, policies, and workforce — to respond to complex health emergencies; (2) how 
well they and other federal agencies coordinate their efforts; (3) the status of major 
federal initiatives, such as pandemic flu preparedness and disaster planning for at-risk 
populations; and (4) the effect of the upcoming presidential transition on authorities and 
programs that were established during the current administration. This report, which 
will be updated, discusses key issues in public health and medical preparedness and 
response, citing additional CRS reports and other resources. 



Background and Legislation in the 109 th Congress 

The Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA, P.L. 109-417), passed 
in 2006, extended programs for public health emergency preparedness and response 
activities in HHS, and established a Biomedical Advanced Research and Development 
Authority (BARD A) in HHS to develop medical countermeasures (e.g., diagnostic tests, 
drugs, and vaccines). The Post-Katrina Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006 
(PKA, Title VI of P.L. 109-295) reorganized DHS and, within it, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). PKA also codified the position of Chief Medical Officer, 
with primary responsibility within DHS for medical issues related to natural and man- 
made disasters and terrorism. 1 



1 See CRS Report RL33589, The Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act (P.L. 109-417): 
Provisions and Changes to Preexisting Law, by Sarah A. Lister and Frank Gottron (hereafter 
CRS Report RL33589), and CRS Report RL33729, Federal Emergency Management Policy 
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